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Q: Should I tip my wedding planner? 
She’s been working so hard and I feel like 
I want to show my appreciation. —L.G.
A. “As a wedding planner, that’s a tough 
one to answer,” says Venditto. “Of course 
a tip is appreciated but never expected. It 
just depends on how close you get to your 
planner and how happy you are with his/
her services and if you feel they went above 
and beyond.” All our wedding experts agree 
that a gratuity is not mandatory, but Mc-
Culloch says a suggested tip amount for a 
planner would be somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of 10 percent of his or her fee. Vil-
larreal suggests around $200 to $500, but 
of course that’s very dependent on the level 
of service and the comfort of the client. Bai-
ley notes that a tip is always welcome, but 
what she loves the most is a great review. 
“It’s gold to us,” she says. 

Q: What if my vendor owns his or her 
own business? Do I still need to add gra-
tuity to his or her services? —R.A. 
A. Since most vendors in the wedding in-
dustry are small businesses, “they will 
appreciate the gratuity even more,” says 
Villarreal. “Small business owners are hit 
harder from a tax perspective,” McCull-

UNVEILED tipping etiquette

SHOULD I? HOW MUCH? WHEN?

Band/DJ Yes 5-10% bulk tip to the 

bandleader who will 

divide tips among band 

members. For a DJ, 10-15%, 

or between $50-150

At the end of 

the event

Beauty Yes Between 15-20%, or 

$20-40 per service

When the 

service is 

complete

Catering Yes 5-10% of the total cater-

ing bill in small bills to 

the catering manager

At the end of 

the night

Décor / Florist Optional Varies. Monetary gift, 

thank-you note, a gift card, 

and/or a stellar review

If/when you 

decide the 

time is right

Officiant Optional If you have hired your 

officiant, around 10% 

gratuity is appropriate. If 

you have been asked to 

make a donation in lieu of a 

fee, consider a donation of 

between $200-450

After the 

ceremony

Planner Yes (especially 

for stellar 

service)

Dependent on the client’s 

comfort level: monetary 

gift of 10% of the planner’s 

fee, a thank-you note, gift 

card, and/or a stellar review

At the end of 

the evening 

or delivered 

the week 

after the 

wedding

Transportation Check your 

contract—this 

one is most 

likely included

An extra $20-40 is okay for 

exceptional service 

After the 

last ride

Venue Staff Varies Valet: sometimes this tip is 

included in the contract; if 

not, consider tipping $1 per 

car. Restroom attendants: 

$20-40 total. Coat check: 

$20-40 total or $1 per guest 

At the end of 

the evening

We compiled all of our tips for tipping 
in this easy-to-use reference chart.

Elizabeth Bailey notes 
that a tip is always 
welcome, but what 
she loves the most is a 
great review. “It’s gold 
to us,” she says. 

get one tip, or do I tip each person? —G.G.
A. Villarreal recommends a bulk tip for the 
bandleader, who, like the banquet manager, 
will be responsible for dividing tips among 
band members. In giving a lump sum, Vil-
larreal explains, everyone on the entertain-
ment vendor team will be covered: sound 
technicians, managers, band members, etc. 
Figure anywhere between $20 and $50 per 
person, or calculate the bulk tip from up to 
10 percent of the overall contract. 

CL
AR

E O
W

EN


